National Security Agency

FOIA/PA Office, DC34

Ft. George G. Meade, MD 20755-6000

To Whom It May Concern:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 USC 552. 

I request that a copy of the following document be provided to me:  manual outlining policies and procedures NSA public affairs officers use in dealing with the news media, and in conducting community relations and “internal” public affairs activities (i.e., NSA newsletters, etc.), pre-publication security review, etc.   A similar manual is Air Force Instruction 35-101, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures, < http://152.229.169.35/pubfiles/af/35/afi35-101/afi35-101.pdf >. 

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am affiliated with an educational institution, and this request is made for a scholarly purpose and not for a commercial use. 

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $100.00. If you estimate that the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first. 

I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government.  The manual will be used in a university-level course, “Mass Media and National Security,” which can be found at < http://mtsu.edu/~lburriss >.  The course is designed to help students understand the relationships between the mass media and national security, and how agencies dealing directly with national security issues carry out various media-related activities.  This information will help them better report (or not report) on national security activities.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

LARRY L. BURRISS, Ph.D; Lt. Col., USAF (ret.)

Professor, School of Journalism

Freedom of Information Office

Federal Bureau of Investigation

935 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20535-0001

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, I request access to and copies of records related to the shooting of reputed mafia boss Joseph A. Colombo Sr., in New York City on June 28, 1971.

I agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this request in an amount not to exceed $200. However, please notify me prior to your incurring any expenses in excess of that amount.

I am conducting research with the School of Journalism at Middle Tennessee State University, and am preparing a scholarly article on the activities of the Italian-American Civil Rights League, particularly the events leading up to and following the Colombo shooting.  I request a fee waiver for these documents.  Release of the information is in the public interest because it will significantly contribute to public understanding of government operations and activities.

If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to the specific exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees.

I would appreciate your communicating with me by e-mail if you have questions regarding this request. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays), as the statute requires.

Thank you for your assistance.

Larry L. Burriss, Ph.D., J.D.

School of Journalism

Middle Tennessee State University

Murfreesboro, TN  37132

lburriss@mtsu.edu

Freedom of Information Office

Department of the Air Force

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C.  20330

To Whom It May Concern:

Pursuant to the Federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. 552, I request access to and copies of records regarding the shoot-down of B-52D, tail number 55-010, call sign Olive 2, in late November 1972.  The aircraft was struck by an SA-2 missile near Vihn, Vietnam, and subsequently crashed in Thailand.

I am a researcher with the School of Journalism at Middle Tennessee State University, and am preparing a scholarly article on this significant incident:  this was the first B-52 lost to enemy action during the Vietnam War, and is thus of historic interest to historians, aviation enthusiasts, veterans and the general public.  

I agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this request in an amount not to exceed $200. However, please notify me prior to your incurring any expenses in excess of that amount.

I request a fee waiver for these documents.  Release of the information is in the public interest because it will significantly contribute to public understanding of military and political activities during the war.  This event had significant military and political repercussions.

If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to the specific exemptions of the act. I will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I, of course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees.

I would appreciate your communicating with me by e-mail if you have questions regarding this request. I look forward to your reply within 20 business days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays and legal holidays), as the statute requires.

Thank you for your assistance.

Larry L. Burriss, Ph.D., J.D., Lt. Col., USAF (ret)

School of Journalism

Middle Tennessee State University

Murfreesboro, TN  37132

lburriss@mtsu.edu

